whether any information Mr. Cox related had
merit.

Complainant Alfred H. Cox, testified as to his background
and experience, and he explained that by "Labor Board," he had
in mind the Mine Safety and Health Administration (Tr. 5).
Mr. Cox identified exhibit C-4, as a personal notebook he kept
on certain mine conditions, and he testified as to some of the
entries he made in the book, as well as to certain entries
made on the mine fire boss records, exhibit C-8 (Tr. 5-26).
He also testified about the battery explosion incident which
occurred on October 5, 1984 (Tr. 26-37).

Mr. Cox stated that he made few complaints to Mr. Jackson
because "he flew off the handle", but that he did complain
many times to his section foreman Rodney Blankenship.  Mr. Cox
stated that he complained about the roof in the number five
entry taking weight and pulling through the plates, and about
powder and caps kept on the drill.  He also complained to
Mr. Jackson's son, Kit, and he believed that he was part of
mine management (Tr. 38).  On one ocasion shortly before his
discharge, Mr. Cox said that he advised Mr. Blankenship that
he intended to talk to an MSHA inspector the next time one was
in the mine, and that Mr. Blankenship told him that while he
could not be fired for doing this, "we could always have a
layoff and never call you back" (Tr. 39).  Mr. Cox stated that
he obtained an MSHA pamphlet discussing miners' rights on
May 13, 1985, from MSHA's Clarksburg Office (Tr. 41).  Mr. Cox
conceded that he was aware of his right to complain to any
MSHA inspector before he obtained the pamphlet (Tr. 44-45).

In further reference to any safety complaints to mine
management, Mr. Cox stated as follows (Tr. 85-87):

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  All the men sit around talking
and threatening to blow the whistle on this
mine operator and call the feds in, right?

THE WITNESS:  They didn't all threaten to.
They was unsatisfied with the way things was
running, but they didn't have enough guts to
stand up and say anything to Carson Jackson
about it.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  What are you getting from all
that? What are they saying?  What are they
trying to tell me by all that?
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